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E X l - C O ! W h a t a strange and curious name gled with an all-powerful church, it is s truggling with latl-

that is. T o the average American Mexico fundia ( large scale absentee landlordism),- with illiteracy, 
is a great enigma, a place where the un- with racial denial, with despotism, with military cliques, 
expected always happens, a place that has with feudalism, and most of Latin America looks on and 
none of the easy and ready paths to under- ' feels the struggle its own. T h e problem of the church is one 
standing and generalization. W e know so that some of the Latin American countries have barely 

little about Mexico, not only because Mexico is so different questioned (except sporadically and dramatically as they-did 
—so essentially and basically different from anything that in Peru, for instance, in 1923), the question of land dis-
we can cast into our own notions and forms—but because tribution, of illiteracy, of raising the Indian to a status of 
it is so complex, so many sided, so colorful, so filled with equality with the white man, of destroying the powers 
contrasts that rule and plan seem outside its scheme of things, "' of a military caste—all of that is yet to be faced in a 

W e know more about Albania, about Armenia, about dozen capitals. 
Afghanistan, than we do about Mexico—and yet to know 
Mexico is almost a moral obligation. ' T o the United States T V / E often talk about the history of Mexico as if we were 
Mexico is more than a neighbor, more than a different coun- y f y / talking about the history of a homogeneous group—as 
try, more than a field of commercial and industrial exploita- ;f w e w e r e talking about the history of England, for instance, 
tion. I t is the gateway to a continent, not only physically, W h a t we ought to say is that we are talking about the 
but spiritually, cul tural ly—the gateway to an understand- history of the white population of Mexico—the history of 
ing of a hundred million people who inhabit the mountains o n e million out of fifteen million people. W h a t is t rue of 
and the valleys f rom the Rio Grande to the Straits of Mexico is t rue of most Latin American countries—except 
Magel lan. T o be sympathetically aware of the problems, the that in the last ten years the common masses of Mexico 
struggles, the aspirations, the needs, the possibilities of Mex- h a v e become a part of the historical record—Zapata , for 
ico is to be prepared to understand the peoples of Central instance, has made history for a new group in Mexico— 
and South America. Th i s appreciation of the meaning of a n d ; t js that kind of change which the greater part of 
the special character of Mexico has never been so important Latin America is still to have wrought into its record, 
as it is at present. Th i s explains the influence of the leaders of Mexico in 

T h e great men of Mexico are the prophets of a race. Latin America. Some day soon the ideals of the Mexican 
T h e students of the Republic of Colombia, for instance, revolution will set vast reaches of a continent ablaze—a 
have elected Jose Vasconcelos as their "El Maestro." W h a t fire that may sweep with great destruction over great areas 
is true of Vasconcelos is true of Antonio Caso, of Obregon, and find appeasement only af ter much suffering, hope and 
of Calles, of Gamio, each in he's special field. The re is a bloody achievement. For the objective outsider, the prospect 
reason for this. Mexico has tried to solve the problems— 0 f an upheaval in Latin America is seen to be as inevitable 
has achieved a measure of success in the attempts to over- a s we can now see the revolutions in Europe to have been 
come the very problems that are still to be dealt with by inevitable a f te r the success of the French revolution. I think 
much of the rest of Latin America, and the students, the it is expecting entirely too much wisdom to look for a 
dreamers, look to Mexico with longing and come to its deliberate adjustment so that the benefits of the Mexican 
schools to drink of the new knowledge. Mexico has had revolution may make themselves felt in Lat in America 
its revolution—and while in the A B C triumvirate of South without strife and bitterness and ruin. But in understand-
America, modern progress has asserted itself, the majority ing the meaning of the Mexican revolution we can . find 
of the new world republics may be said to be verging on patience and sympathetic good will for Latin America when 
the things Mexico has passed through. Mexico has Strug- the need for them arrives. 
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WE have often asked why cannot the Mexicans live 
in peace, and make progress by constitutional 

methods? W h y can they not model their history upon 
ours? W h y can they not use the political forms and 
formulas that they have adopted as their own. 

W e boast our democracy as a point of virtue, giving the 
'impression that we somehow hit upon the scheme and the 
method out of clear genius; that when the revolution against 
England was done with we discovered the right key and 
opened the great lock that hid the secret of it all. T h a t 
is to belie history: we became a democracy because we 
could become nothing else. T h e revolution left the town 
meeting intact ; it brought no fundamenta l changes in the 
basic habits of the community. W e changed our formal 
loyalty, but left our social organization as it was. 

This , also, was the result in Mexico. They achieved 
political freedom from Spain; they, too, changed their 
formal loyalty; but the habits and basic institutions of the 
country remained rooted. And these fundamental institu-
tions were landholding tyranny on one hand and servility 
on the other. W i t h tyranny went cruelty and with cruelty 
recklessness and boastful disregard for life, either one's own 
life or that of others. 

Except, that in the case of Mexico and Latin America 
there was a new complication introduced which has in 
itself been a source of strife and rebellion—I mean the 
taking over of foreign formulas of political democracy 
and representative government. T h e revolutions were 
carried out in an atmosphere of attenuated liberalism, doc-
trinaire and formal, which was foreign to the habits, the 
traditions and the way of doing and thinking about the 
ordinary things of life. Th i s contrast between the written 
constitution and the way of living and doing has been a 
source of despair to the outsider and a source of irritation 
to the people themselves. T h e habits persisted, as social 
habits have a way of doing, even beyond the newly declared 
rules and regulations. T h e formula and the practice had 
little relation—except as a point of departure for fur ther 
revolution. T h e leader of a rebellion always had a ready 
and a genuine excuse: the constitution was not being lived 
up to. T h a t was true. But the victory of the revolution 
left the constitution where it was before—on paper; and 
thus became a new source for revolution. 

In good part, the revolutions were an attempt to square 
action with declaration, forgett ing that true, constitutions 
represent the habits rather than the dreams of a people. 

T h i s constant attempt to achieve justice by revolution be-
came a contributing factor to fu r ther revolution. Revolu-
tion itself became a habit—revolution, as well as peace, is 
a social habit, a way of doing and thinking. T h e more 
revolutions the people had the easier it became to have more 
revolutions. Th is led to a professional revolutionary class 
— a kind of military class perpetuating itself in power by 
constant upheaval, each military chieftain trying to throw 
the other out of office in the name of a constitution that 
was not being enforced, and in his turn being thrown out 
because he could not enforce it, and would not if he could. 

T h e tide of revolution was stemmed under Porfirio Diaz 
(who had himself risen to power by revolution) only to 
break out again when he was overthrown. In the interval 
were thir ty years of peace during which local uprisings 
were put down with an iron hand. In that interval rail-
roads were built, ports developed, mills constructed—that 

is, the industrial revolution made-itself felt in Mexico and 
brought to the f ron t a new economic group about Diaz 
known as the CieTttificos, who, through their abuse of the 
police power, their control of the courts, their deafness to 
social justice, laid the foundation of the revolt under 
Madero. Yet the Diaz regime itself is looked at by Mex-
ican revolutionists of today as contributing to the inevita-
bility of the centurv-long process. 

Th i s eternal strife was a kind of superstructure built upon 
a landed aristocracy, an enslaved race (who could be used 
for military purposes), an illiterate and a superstitious peo-
ple. The re has thus been a double process in the situation— 
a series of military revolutions on the one hand, and beneath 
that a social struggle more or less persistent. 

WH A T is the way ou t? T h a t is a question that 
many people have asked themselves. Revolution as a 

method has been wasteful and productive of little permanent 
good. T h e curse of Mexico has been recurrent revolution, 
and the ease with which it has been indulged for a hundred 
years has made it the most readily acceptable instrument. 
Y'et there must, even in Mexico, come an end to revolu-
tion. T h e r e is a recognized undercurrent of resistance to 
violence, and it is in terms of that gradual change that the 
last ten years of strife must be estimated. T h e answer 
supplied by Obregon, Calles, Morones, De Negri , is social 
organization; the answer supplied by Vasconcelos is educa-
tion ; the answer given by Felipe Carri l lo and Gamio is 
racial resuscitation; the answer of Zapata was land dis-
tribution, and Obregon, Calles and De Negri are following 
in his footsteps. All of these are supplementary, of course, 
and overlapping in the minds of the various leaders. But 
there is an emphasis on one or the other. 

* T h e program of social organization seems to me to be 
the most significant and far-reaching. I t is a basic change 
that the last ten years has wrought in the Mexican com-
munity. By social organization in this case I mean the 
development of a labor movement, which numbers now 
something like eight hundred thousand organized workers. 
I t is inclusive of the agrarian as well as of the industrial 
population; of the small communal land groups as well 
as the city workers. I t is molding the Mexican community 
into new patterns and is distributive of responsibility as well 
as of power. 

T o understand why the labor organizations in Mexico 
are so important, relatively more important than labor unions 
are in other countries, is to understand what the present 
promise of the Mexican situation involves. Mexico has been 
a country wi thout social organization. T h e church, of 
course, is an old and powerful insti tution; but for creative 
purposes, for stabilizing purposes, for the provision of new 
techniques, for actual control, the church has not functioned 
for at least half a century, and there are no immediate pros-
pects of its early resuscitation. T h a t has left Mexico with 
only one other permanent insti tution—the Army. 

In such a lack of social organization (which really means 
powers of social resistance as well as instruments for stabil-
i ty) , the army becomes the master instead of the servant of 
the community. T h e r e being no effective social resistance, 
there is no social opinion, no public pressure—and the opinion 
of the army goes to the man with powers and daring. T h e 
test of strength becomes the test of social good. Loyalty 
is personal, honors are keen and competitive, distinctions are 
numerous. Mexico was ruled and ruined by a military caste 
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because there was no means of control, no method of resist-
ance, no source of stability'. T h e r e are no movements in 
Mexico in the American sense of the word. The re are no 
joiners. People do not belong to a dozen different societies 
and are not asked to join a dozen more each day. 

I t is in this situation that during the last five years a new 
social grouping has come to power. Th is organization has 
h i s t o r i c a l continuity—it 
goes on regardless of im-
mediate failures or success. 
I t is essentially democratic 
in method. Differences of 
opinion are real and really 
tolerated. I t agrees by dis-
agreeing. Loyalties are to 
the group rather than to 
the individual. In short, 
there is socialization, there 
is new habit formation, 
there is a new type of in-
stitution building, there is 
developed a fundamenta l 
philosophy or mental atti-
tude. 

T h i s is true in spite of 
the many shortcomings of 
the Mexican movement. 
T h e meetings of unions are 
democratic. Decisions are 
submitted to group judg-
ment. T h e r e is distribu-
tion of responsibility—there 
is a constant judging of 
program by practical results 
and on an ever-increasing 
scale. T h e labor union thus 
provides a new type of en-
vironment for the development of a new type of person, a new-
at t i tude towards life. T h i s has made the labor movement 
the greatest source for social stability in Mexico—a fact that 
is recognized by Obregon and Calles. Morones, who is the 
recognized leader of the Mexican labor movement, was in 
charge of the governmental arsenal. T h e labor leaders 
were entrusted with positions of responsibility. An honest 
shoemaker, Gasca, was the governor of Mexico City. Thus , 
the labor movement has in a sense been used deliberately as 
an instrument of breaking down the military caste, whose 
traditions as well as philosophy made for perpetual strife. 

In the recent rebellion it was a part of the army that 
rebelled in good tradit ional fashion. W h a t as more, it was 
hard to know how much of the army could be relied upon. 
I t was in this situation that the labor movement (includ-
ing the peasants) proved its metal. Volunteers responded 
by the thousands to Obregon 's call for help. T h e organ-
ized labor movement placed its own men in the field 
with its own leaders; the agrarians under the leader-
ship of the national agrarian movement, which is a 
part of the labor organization, threw itself into the 
breach and harrassed the insurgents, so that they had 
nit the territory they actually occupied. General Calles, 
nstead of associating himself with the federal army 
went off to San Luis Potosi and organized a new army— 
in army made up of workers and peasants, an army that 

had social philosophy as well as social policy, that could 
be relied upon, that would not turn against Obregon and 
Calles as long as they represented the social ends of the 
revolution. 

I t - i s here that the stabilizing significance of the labor 
movement is made evident. I t has in this rebellion clipped 
the wings of the military caste—and Obregon may well be 

correct in saying that this 
is the last military rebellion 
in Mexico. T h e recent 
rebellion has thus intro-
duced a new controlling 
power. I t has shifted the 
balance f rom a military 
group to a social organiza-
t ion—to the labor and 
agrarian group. But a labor 
group essentially has a 
broader base in the com-
muni ty ; it is more widely 
representative; it is funda-
mentally democratic in me-
thod—that is, its policies 
must in the long run con-
form to the basic needs and 
aspirations of the common 
masses of men an(l "it "in-
volves socialization of the 
individual to the group. 

I t is fu r the r significant 
because of the social legis-
lative program embodied in 
the constitution of 1917. 
Here again is a broad for-
mula which needs applica-
t ion—a promise w h i c h 
needs fulfi l lment. If the 

promise remains unfulfilled, it will again, as the constitu-
tions in Mexico have before, become a good and legitimate 
excuse for revolution. T h e great hope is that the labor 
movement will dedicate itself to the enforcement of the 
principles and laws embodied in article 123 of the present 
constitution. In a sense, the work of the Mexican labor 
movement is clear and well defined. I ts immediate job is 
to work out the application of the social program dealing 
with labor and work relations. 

If the provisions embodied in the basic laws of Mexico 
were actually applied, Mexico would have one of the best 
protected and cared for labor groups in the world, for the 
revolutionists who framed the constitution of 1917 combed 
the social legislation of the most advanced industrial coun-
tries and picked provisions f rom each for the protection 
of Mexican labor. T h e constitution provides a basic day 
of eight hours; it limits night work to seven hours ; it pro-
hibits the employment of women and children at night 
or overt ime; it limits child labor between twelve and six-
teen to six hours per day; it provides for a day of rest each 
week; it compels double time for overtime; it confines the 
overtime to three hours per day and three days per week; 
it establishes a three months period before birth and one 
month after birth for special consideration of women.work-
ers; it legalizes labor organization and strikes; it compels 
the employer to accept arbi t rat ion; it imposes a three months ' 

South of Mexico 
T HE time has passed in ivhich the Mexican revolution 

appeared in the eyes of Spanish America a deplorable 
convulsion. As soon as such eminent men as Antonio Caso 
and Jose Vasconcelos brought from Mexico their ivords of 
greeting and of revelation tn the Spanish-speaking countries 
of the continent, there broke forth from over twenty re-
publics a mighty current of sympathy, of affection and of 
admiration for the glorious land of Benito Juarez, which at 
the cost of suffering and of blood had, under the inspiration 
of the most lofty principles of social justice, succeeded in 
undertaking a mighty ivork of democracy. 

T HERE, exists today more than ever a mighty spiritual 
bond betneen Mexico and South America. 

M EXICO is then the standard bearer for Latin America. 

The experience in revolution gained by this great na-
tion will be appropriated by all those others which by reason 
of their kinship of race, of tradition, of religious influence 
and of crushing economic injustices, can adapt the results of 
that revolution effectively. We are watching these labors 
of Mexico then with interest, with reverence and with hope, 
as though on the outcome of this great work of progress lay 
the fate of our common destiny. 

—V. R. llaya de la Torre, president 
of the Students Federation of Peru. 
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pay for the unjust ly discharged worker ; it prohibits shut-
downs except for over-production subject to the approval 
of a board of conciliation and arbi t rat ion; it enforces pay-
ment of wages in legal, t ender ; it establishes employers' lia-
bility for accidents. In short, it gives formal and consti-
tutional expression to the dreams of the reformers of the 
western world. 

So far most of these provisions are on paper. Their ap-
plication is yet to be worked out . I t is for the labor move-
ment to see to it that formula and practice coincide—a spe-
cific and definite program that will take much time and 
patience and the application of which will make a new in-
dustrial environment in Mexico. 

OF perhaps equal importance is the fact that the labor 
organization will compel (as it has already, done) 

organization of . other groups—the middle class. T h a t is, 
resistance to one social grouping is bringing out a new type 
of organization among other groups. T h e field of power 
is being preempted by organized groups to the diminishing 
of the power of the military group and perhaps its ultimate 
reduction to impotence in matters of political and social 
policy. T h e recent uprising may thus signalize the coming 
of a new balance into the field—organized workers, or-
ganized agrarians, organized middle class. But social or-
ganizations to carry on need peace, quiet, ad jus tment ; they 
have all to lose by constant military strife and nothing to 
ga in : while a military clique lives on turmoil. 

Peace may at last come to Mexico. And peace is a con-
dition of every other development in Mexico. 

WI T H peace comes education: not merely reading 
and writ ing, but common national interests, a com-

mon language, a common historical outlook, the planting in 
a group of nationalities, of the ideals of a nation. I t means 
the distribution of interest, just as organization means the 
distribution of responsibility and the breaking up of the large 
estates means the spread of landholding. 

Education, however, in Mexico, as conceived by the lead-
ers in the educational movement involves more than the 
giving of standard forms of expression and standardized 
methods of educational technique. It means the drawing 
out of the various groups in Mexico. It means a contri-
bution to the racial revival that is going on in Mexico. T h e 
mass of Mexicans are Indians, and the gradual bringing of 
the Indian into the national scheme as a part of the active 
factors, and yet as an individual factor, is what is involved 
in education in Mexico. T h e Mayas, the Zapotecs, the 
Yaquis are to be cultivated not so much for what can be 
given to them as for what they have to give to Mexico. 
T h e inspiring of a contribution rather than the imposing 
of a standard is the center of interest. 

T h i s is perhaps best typified by Gamio in his work with 
the Indians in the field of scientific endeavor and by Felipe 
Carr i l lo in the field of political leadership. I have heard 
Felipe Carri l lo referred to as "the savior of our race." " W e 
are Yucatecans," is the emphasis in Yucatan. "Yes, we 
are a part of the Mexican nation, but racially we are Yuca-
tecans." T h a t means that cultural growth must run on 
native patterns. T h e M a y a tongue is to be taught in ad-
dition to the Spanish. T h e old dances must be preserved 
in addition to the new ones. In architecture, in dress, in 
music, in habit, in social life, what the racial group has 
that is good must be developed, stimulated. 

, I heard Felipe Carr i l lo say one day, -af ter listening to 
some recitations of poetry and the making of some speeches 
—for there was always poetry and music and dancing and 
speeches wherever Felipe w e n t — I heard him say,- af ter lis-
tening to some of these in Spanish, " T h a t was very nice, 
but it were better done in a language that you really un-
derstand. W h y don' t you recite your poems in the language 
in which you scold your children, make love to your 'sweet-
heart and chide your w i f e ? " And at another time, " W e 
must build a beaut iful Yucatan if we want a beautiful 
Mexico. O u r part must be our own ; we will make ourselves 
an inspiration to the rest of Mexico and let them, do like-
wise. . . . T h e Maya Indian has a great past and a great 
fu ture ." . 

In Morelos one finds the same story. "Morelos for the 
people of Morelos ." " T h e Aztecs," General Amezcua told 
me, "had a great civilization, a great art, a great religion, 
a remarkable astronomical science, a fine social organiza-
tion. W e had no beggars, no prostitutes, no bull fights. 
W e must bring the Indian back into his o w n — h e is artist 
and poet and creative in many lines. T h e conquest made 
him a slave and stopped his development. W e must release 
the latent powers." 

The ambition is to build a new nation with the source 
of the old inspirations and to build it on racial lines. T h e 
land is the base of social organization. I t is not commun-
ism. It is not socialism. I t is the old Indian land system. 
T o a group of M a y a Indians who had just received their 
lands back, Caril lo said, "Land is like a beautiful lady. 
If you will cherish and court it, it will smile on you and 
give you many favors. If you neglect it, you will receive 
nothing but f rowns and stones." 

TH E series of articles that follow are an attempt on 
the part of the Mexicans to say what they think of 

themselves, and what they want their neighbors to think 
of them. They are for the most part limited to those'things 
that are new and unexpected to the large American public. 
T h e all but traditional discussion of oil and mining which 
has absorbed so much attention in our relations with Mexico 
were left out deliberately—there is another, more frui t ful , 
more ggnial Mexico to which these essays are dedicated. 
They are, I think, a remarkably honest series of articles. 
One would have to go far to find a more self-critical state-
ment than the one by Vasconcelos, or a more uncompro-
mising one in the face of facts than that of Gamio. It is 
true that much here in the series is dream and hope and 
plan and program; but the last few years have given a rather 
unexpected illustration of how to give dreams reality. T h e 
picture presented may be Battering. No one would deny 
the many shortcomings, the many difficulties, the great 
handicaps—but there is honest endeavor to overcome them. 
There is purpose, there is vision, there is self-sacrifice and 
readiness to stake one's life on fulfi lment. T h e r e is a 
smiling Mexico back of it all, and the hope of the future 
predominates over the bitterness of the past—and there is 
no single formula. T h e y are working from different angles 
•—Calles and Morones in organization, De Negri in co-
operation, Gamio in regional survey and systematic study, 
Vasconcelos in education, Rivera in art . 

There is a fu tu re in Mexico, a cultural fu tu re that may 
well prove the greatest Renaissance in the contemporary 
world. 

W e need to stand humbly before a people come to life. 
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Election crowds in Mexico City 

A Hundred Years of Revolution 
By PLUTARCO ELIAS CALLES 

T has been human, altogether too human, for 
the people of the Uni ted States to judge 
Mexican history by the standards of their 
own career as a nation. They have, for 
instance, likened our war of independence to 
their own revolution against England. Th is 

at t i tude is fundamental ly erroneous and is responsible for 
much of the misunderstanding between the two nations. I t 
has given us a false reputation. T h e time has now come 
for clearer insight and ful ler appreciation of what the last 
hundred years of Mexican history have involved. A new 
reading of our political history is essential—it conditions a 
ful ler sympathy between us as neighbors and friends. 

T h e history of Mexico during the last hundred years may 
be compressed into a single phrase, a single motif, a single 
end—the achievement of social justice. W h e r e the outsider 
has seen nothing but tumult , revolt, restlessness, lack of 
discipline, bloodshed, there has really been a consistent striv-
ing for a single end. A common motif has bound all of the 
revolutions, and counter revolutions in Mexico—a common 
thread, common ideals, common hopes and dreams have 
blended all of our struggles into one great century-old strug-
gle for the resurrection of the Indian and half-Indian who 
is Mexico. T h a t is the meaning of the last hundred years 
of Mexican history—to give the enslaved, oppressed and 
humiliated masses of Mexico a status of full economic, poli-
tical and social equality. 

O u r W a r of Independence was not fought solely to sepa-
rate us f rom Spain. T h e r e was a more immediate reason 

back of the rebellion of the half million Indians who rose in 
1810 and followed the standard of Hidalgo and fought for 
eleven hard years until victory against Spain was assured. 
T h e Indians had been robbed of their lands by the Spaniard 
in Mexico. T h e Indians had been forced to labor gratis for 
the Spaniards in Mexico. T h e Indians had suffered violence 
and abuse at the hands of the Spaniards in Mexico, and the 
W a r of Independence was fought, f rom beginning to end, 
rather for the liberation f rom the Spaniard in Mexico than 
from the government of the Spaniards in Spain. 

A t the beginning of the nineteenth century the Spaniard 
in Mexico represented political, economic and social domin-
ance. H e was the master and the oppressor of the masses. 
I t is only fair to say, however, that the last hundred years 
of revolution have not been a race struggle but an economic 
and political one. It has not been against the Spaniard but 
against the master of the economic life of the nation that 
the struggle was carried on. I t has been a war against op-
pression and not a war against a race. I t has been a war 
for freedom of the Indian and at no time a war for the ex-
termination of the foreigner. 

T h e W a r for Independence failed internally even if it 
succeeded externally. Spain recognized the independence of 
Mexico—but the Indian remained a slave in fact even if he 
was nominally a free man. T h a t simple fact made peace 
impossible. T h e Indian and half-Indian were not liberated 
economically by the W a r of Independence, and the struggle 
went on. T h e many subsequent revolts, the tide of passion 
and hate, of success and failure, of hope and. defeat, carried 
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